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Septembers Monthly Meeting; 

Michael Klimkos & Fly-Fishing the 

LeTort by Larry Forte 
 

We will be back at Tuscarora High School on 

September 11th and will welcome Michael 

Klimkos. Mike will talk about fly-fishing the 

LeTort. If you are not familiar with the Letort, 

it is famous a famous limestone stream in 

southcentral Pennsylvania were much of our 

“trout fishing history in America” was made by 

fly fishing legends such as Vince Marinaro, 

Charlie Fox, Ed Shenk and others. So our first 

meeting of the fall series will be a fun night. 

Hope that you can join us.  

More information to come in our September 

newsletter and on our club website. 

 

Beginners and Roundtable Fly Tying 
By Don Fine 

 
If members are not already aware, PVFF 

combines the Beginners and Monthly Fly 

Tying Roundtable sessions in the months of 

July and August. Don Fine will lead the 

combined tying session that evening. August is 

a great time to fish grass hopper patterns either 

single or with a nymph dropper. So the pattern 

chosen for the evening session will be a foam 

hopper similar to those shown above. The tying 

session will be held on August 20th in room 207 

at Trinity United Methodist Church, West 

Patrick Street, Frederick.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Conservation News 
By Dave Keane 

Maryland Conservation Corps 

 

This month I would like to highlight a group 

that has been performing conservation work 

throughout Maryland for approximately 34 

years. The Maryland Conservation Corps 

(MCC) was created in 1984 to help support 

Chesapeake Bay restoration efforts. The 11 

month program creates opportunities for young 

adults to gain skills and experience by working 

on conservation projects such as trail 

construction, tree plantings, removing invasive 

species and restoring bay grasses.  

Corps members must be 17-25 years of age, be 

a US Citizen, have a High School diploma or 

GED and must be willing to work outdoors as a 

team throughout Maryland. The MCC is 

managed by the Maryland Park Service which 

greatly benefits from the hard work of these 

individuals. The program also provides 

environmental education opportunities to Corps 

members and training in chainsaw operation, 

http://www.potomacvalleyflyfishers.club/
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basic construction techniques and team 

building skills. 

The MCC is cultivating future leaders for our 

conservation field. Graduates go on to become 

Park rangers, fisheries biologist, foresters and 

natural resource managers. 

As you visit Maryland State parks this summer 

to go fishing, I’m sure that you will be walking 

on trails, sitting on benches and enjoying other 

amenities that the MCC constructed. I currently 

work with a number of MCC graduates and 

they are all passionate about the outdoors and 

resource conservation. 

The program is currently accepting applications 

and will begin another 11 month term in 

September 2018. For more information contact 

the Maryland Department of Natural 

Resources.  

 

Recruitment Officer/Program Coordinator 

Luke Terrell 

Tawes State Office Building 

580 Taylor Avenue, E-3 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

410-260-8153 

E-mail: luke.terrell@maryland.gov 

See you in the woods, 

Dave Keane 

Davidkeane1968@gmail.com 

 

One Fly Tournament Rescheduled 
 

The One-Fly Tournament 

has been rescheduled for 

Saturday, August 11th 

from 8:00am to 12:00pm. 

This will take place at our 

“Home Waters” at the 

Catoctin Nature Center. 

This will be a competition to see who can catch 

the most fish, of any species, on a single fly of 

their own choosing.  You may not change flies 

during the contest, and if you lose your fly, 

then you’re finished in the competition.  A $25 

gift certificate will be awarded to the winner. 

The competition will start at 8:00am and end at 

12:00pm. Good luck Rachel Bernard as she 

defends her 2017 victory. 

 

 

 

PVFF 51st Annual Banquet: Save the 

Date --- October 20th! 

As a reminder, our 51st Annual Banquet is 

rapidly approaching and I really hope you can 

join us this year. It is always fun evening. Great 

friends, plenty of bucket and silent auction 

items, the Winston Rod & Reel raffle and much 

more! We already have some exciting items for 

you to bid on and win! 

The banquet will be on October 20th, 4:00pm-

9:00pm at the AMVETS in Middletown, MD.    

If the weather is nice, bring your rod and 

practice casting with fellow members outside 

before dinner. 

As always, we are looking for donations for our 

bucket raffle and silent auction. If you are 

interested in donating something – just bring it 

to the September or October meeting or send 

me an e-mail. Items do not need to be fly-

fishing related.  

As you know, this our main fundraiser every 

year. The money we raise at the banquet goes 

towards events, like the ones we just had last 

month.  

You can get your banquet tickets at the 

September and October meetings. Tickets are 

$25 for adults – kids 18 and under are free!  

See you October 20th. 

 

Fly Fishing Merit Badge at the Boy 

Scout Camp: August 13th – 17th: 
 

Dan Neuland is again coordinating the Fly 

Fishing Merit Badge instruction at the Boy 

Scout summer Camp during the week of 

Monday 8/13 thru Friday 8/17. Dan needs help 

with casting instruction, fly tying instruction 

and entomology. 
 

Here are the details: 

WHAT: Fly Fishing Merit Badge 

WHERE: Camp Airy in Thurmont 

WHEN: Monday Aug 13 thru Friday Aug 17 

TIMES: Starts 7:00PM - 8:30PM 

 

If you would like to help, send Dan an e-mail 

at danneuland@verizon.net. 
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A Couple of Flies for Summer Fishing 
(The following article, by Pete Cook, was 

originally printed in the July 2004 issue of 

Streamlines) 

 

 Crystal Bugger by Pete Cook 

 

Summertime fishing in Maryland often means 

bass fishing and fishing the Bay especially 

when September rolls around. 

This month we feature two flies that Joe Bruce 

of Fisherman’s Edge has written about in his 

books. Joe introduced me to his Crystal Bugger 

a number of years ago for both smallmouth and 

striper fishing. I got a hint for you; it also 

works on largemouth as well especially in 

larger sizes and as other fish are so inclined. 

The fly shown above is a yellow body with 

yellow marabou tail. You can make it in any 

combination you want, however, 

chartreuse/chartreuse; chartreuse/ yellow; 

yellow/yellow, and pearl/white body and tail 

combinations work well for both bass and 

stripers. Experiment with other color 

combinations of your preference for example 

black/black, peacock/olive, and 

chartreuse/white.  The original patterns were 

tied with crystal or flash chenille body and 

marabou tails. Recently, I used a crystal bugger 

with an Artic Fox tail and had a  2 ½  – 3 lb. 

largemouth make a meal of it. 

 

Tying instructions are adapted from Joe 

Bruce’s Fly Fishing for Smallmouth Bass. 

 

Materials:  

Hooks: Mustad #9672 or equal 3XL hook size 

6-10 for smallmouth, 1/0 to 6 for largemouth,  

Mustad #34007 size 4 to 3/0 for salt water. 

Thread: 3/0 or flat waxed nylon, color to suit 

Lead eyes: #6-8 – 1/50 oz, #10- 1/100 oz. As a 

general guide use 1/36 oz. for sizes 2-4, and 

1/24 oz. for 1/0 -3/0. 

Tail: marabou or Artic Fox color of choice  

Tinsel(Optional) Krystal flash or holographic 

flash to match the tail. 

Body: Flash Chenille of color of choice. 

 

 

(Photo from Joe 

Bruce’s 

Fisherman’s 

Edge 

www.joebruce.com) 

 

 

Tying Instructions: 

 

1. Place hook in the vise and attach thread 

behind the hook eye and wrap to bend 

of hook. 

2. Tie in marabou or Artic Fox. Tie in 

tinsel on each side of hook and let it 

extend no more than a ½ inch beyond 

the tail. Tail material should be at least 

the length of the hook.  

3. Tie in the flash chenille and advance 

thread to about 3/16 inch behind the 

eye. 

4. Tie in the lead eye by wrapping a figure 

eight pattern over the dumbbell eye and 

hook shank followed by wrapping the 

thread under the eyes several times. 

This will secure the dumbbell eye. Add 

a drop of cement to the wrapping to 

give further security to eyes. 

5. Wrap the flash chenille forward 

advancing to behind the dumbbell eye. 

Then figure wrap the chenille figure 

eight style around the lead eye and wrap 

forward to behind the hook eye. 

6. Tie off the chenille and form a head. 

Whip finis and apply head cement. 

 

 

 Cactus Striper by Pete Cook 
 

This is a Lefty Kreh pattern originally designed 

for saltwater and could be used for bass as well. 

One uses crystal chenille for the body. An early 

brand of crystal chenille was referred to as 

‘cactus’ chenille thus the ‘cactus’ in the fly’s 

name. You can make it any combination you 

want however, pearl/white; chartreuse/ yellow; 

yellow/yellow, chartreuse/white; and 

chartreuse/chartreuse body and tail 

combinations work well. The saltwater version 

http://www.joebruce.com/
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is tied from 4-9 inches in length. You may want 

to down size it for bass a little bit. Tying 

instructions are adapted from Joe Bruce’s Fly 

Fishing for Striped Bass. 

 

Materials: 

Hook: Mustad #34011, Size #1/0 – 4/0 

Thread: Flat waxed nylon to color of fly. Joe 

Bruce prefers fire orange thread for all color 

combinations. 

Tail: 4-6 long saddle hackles  

Tinsel: Several strands of holographic flash on 

each side of the body, e.g., silver, blue flash. 

Body: Flash or cactus chenille 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tying Instructions: 

1. Place hook in the vise and attach thread 

behind the hook eye and wrap to about 

3/8 inch behind the eye. 

2. Tie in the lead eye by wrapping a figure 

eight pattern over the dumbbell eye and 

hook shank followed by wrapping the 

thread under the eyes several times. 

This will secure the dumbbell eye. Add 

a drop of cement to the wrapping to 

give further security to eyes. 

3. Wrap the thread to the hook bend and 

prepare the saddle hackles by stripping 

off the fluff. Attach 2 or 3 hackles per 

side. The length is up to you. Tie in 

holographic tinsel at the same point, 

down each side to extend about a ½ 

inch beyond the end of the hackles. 

4. Wrap the thread to behind the lead eyes 

and tie in the flash chenille. Then 

advance the thread to a short distance 

behind the hook eye. 

5. Wind the chenille toward the bend, 

return to the lead eyes and wind around 

the lead eyes in figure eight fashion. 

Make two to three figure eight wraps 

and then advance one or two wraps. Tie 

off and clip the chenille and make a 

head with the thread 

 

Last Cast   
By Larry Forte 

 

For me, one of the great joys of fly-fishing, of 

which there are many, is fly-fishing new water 

While I love fishing Town Creek in the spring, 

what really gets me stoked (how do you like 

my use of a skateboarding word!!) is to fish a 

stream or lake for the first time. This can be a 

river in Montana, a beach in New Jersey or a 

stream in Maryland. It is the unknown that is 

exciting. It is casting a line in new water and 

possibly catching something different. Plus, it 

is also forces you to get out of your comfort 

zone and try something new.  If you are lucky, 

it is also sharing the water with a few fellow 

club members.  

 

That was the case for me in early July. Several 

of us fished the Conococheague Creek, a 

beautiful stream west of Hagerstown that starts 

in PA and ends up in the Potomac River 23 

miles later. While I have driven over the stream 

at least a 1000 times, I had never fished it until 

last month. FYI. This was to be the Monocacy 

outing but changed due to high water on the 

Monocacy. 

 

Jon Thames acted as our guide and has been 

fishing the stream with his son for some time. 

We fished the stream on the morning of July 

4th,  a couple of miles north of the I-70 bridge. 

It was clear and sunny and we had the water to 

ourselves. Seven of us made the trip. 

Immediately, Dave had a large fish on the line. 

Over the next 2 hours, we all caught fish. The 

bass were taking both surface bugs and 

streamers. About 200 yards downstream from 

the bridge, I found a nice pool by some downed 

trees and caught a couple of nice smallmouth. 

Andy caught the biggest one – see the picture 

below. Plus, Henri caught his first fish ever on 

a fly-rod. Congratulations Henri! Very cool. It 

was an awesome day and everyone caught fish.  

Have a great August and see you at our 

September meeting! 

Larry Forte 

lbforte@verizon.net 

301-943-7533 
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     PVFF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 2018 
 

  President   Larry Forte 

  Vice President Jon Thames 

  Secretary  Karen Baker 

  Treasurer  Paul Dobson 

  3yr Director  Andy Mekelburg 

  2yr Director  Russ Hanson 

  1yr Director  Lynn Ashe 

  Past President Don Fine
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POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS 

P. O. BOX 3001 

FREDERICK, MD 21705 

www.pvflyfish.org 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          

    

        POTOMAC VALLEY FLY FISHERS          Year_____ 

MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL APPLICATION and LIABILITY RELEASE  

      
The purpose of the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers (PVFF) is (1) to promote fly fishing as the most sportsman-like and enjoyable way of fishing and the most 

consistent with the preservation and wise use of our resources; (2) to provide advice, suggestions and assistance to club members; (3) to publicize the best 

practices and techniques of fly fishing, fly tying, fly casting and other related subjects; and (4) to maintain liaison with other organizations of sportsmen and 

conservationists.  By my joining PVFF voluntarily, I understand there are risks involved and will not hold the PVFF club, board of directors, and officers 

responsible for any injuries, accidents or death as a result of participation in the activities of the Club. Also I grant PVFF permission to photograph me and/or 

my family at any activities and also to publish them in our monthly newsletter, at the meetings and any PVFF fly fishing functions.   

Website: www.potomacvalleyflyfishers.club 

 

The undersigned being in agreement with the above does hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Potomac Valley Fly Fishers. 

 

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________  _______________________________________Date:_________________________ 

           (Last)             (First)      

If family membership, other names ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ___________________________   E-mail address for e-mailing newsletter ___________________________________________________ 

        

Applicant’s signature:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Are you a Fly Fishers Int’l (FFI) member? Yes or No       Yearly Dues: __ $12 single   __ $17 family   $ ________ Donation 

 

Interested in a volunteer position?  _Officer /Board of Directors   _Committee/Chair   _Banquet   _Trip Organizer   _Teaching Fly Tying   _Other Activities  

  

Please make check payable to Potomac Valley Fly Fishers or PVFF and mail with completed form to: 

Ruby Fine, PVFF Membership     Dues for calendar year Jan 1-Dec 31 

8712 Baltimore National Pike    Cash____    Check#____________ Amount___________ Date___________________  

Middletown, Maryland 21769-9401   Card given ________   New __________     Renewal ________    Life__________ 

http://www.pvflyfish.org/
http://www.potomacvalleyflyfishers.club/
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